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Published by: The Assistance for Citizens’ Activity Division, Misato city Hall, 648-1 Hanawada, Misato-shi, Saitama 341-8501 

MISATO VIEW 
Issued Quarterly                       No. 76 May 2012 

Data of Misato                       (As of April 1, 2012) 
Latitude: N35° 
Area: 30.41Km2  
No. of residents: 133,318 
Registered foreign residents: 2,777 (from 57 countries) 
City Bird: Kaitsuburi  
City flower: Satsuki (azalea) City tree: Shii (Castanopsis) 
Friendship city agreement: Misato Town of Nara Pref. and 

Azumino City (former Misato Village) of Nagano Pref.      
Town with an agreement for disaster assistance: 
 Hirono Town of Fukushima Pref.   

City's 40 t h Anniversary of Municipalization 
 

Misato City born on May 3, 1972 as the 37th city in Saitama 
Prefecture will celebrate its 40th anniversary on May 3, 2012. At this 
occasion of the 40th anniversary, the City offers opportunities to 
celebrate the anniversary together with its citizens and has planned 
several projects aiming to liaise with the future generations.  

A ceremony for the 40th anniversary of Misato City will be held in the 
morning of Nov 10 (Sat.), 2012 at Misato City Culture Hall. 
Please refer to City of Misato Official Web Site for detailed information. 

URL http://www.city.misato.lg.jp/dd.aspx?menuid=2448 (English) 
 

Emblem of Misato 
               On Dec.10, 1960 when 

Misato was a village, this 
mark was sought from the 
public and was adopted as an 
emblem of Misato. Misato City 
has taken over this emblem 
which made a design of three 
(ミ), Katakana (サ, ト).  

The platforms of Shin-misato station used to be separated 
360m apart on both sides of the switchyard of JR 
Musashino Line. At present the platforms are relocated and 
there are big shopping mall complexes on former site of the 
switchyard. 

Around 
Shin-misato St.    
Past 

Around Shin-misato 
St. Now
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History of Misato (step of Misato) 
Misato city is located in the south east end of 
Saitama Prefecture. The city with many rivers 
suffered from flood since early times, but on the 
other hand people have enjoyed blessings of the 
rivers. People used the rivers as a useful means 
of transport in Meiji era. In 1956 three villages 
merged into Misato Village. In 1964, Misato 
Village was renamed as Misato Town by the 
town code and In 1972 Misato Town was 
baptized as Misato City by the City code. It took 
only 16 years from the birth of Misato village to 
the birth of Misato City. Meanwhile the new 
railways, JR Musashino Line and Tsukuba 
Express Line started their services and new 
highways were constructed, which helped 
develop large scale residential areas in the city. 
Land development still today has been 
expanding and new commercial facilities are 
planned to open. 
 

 Outline No. of household No. of residents 
1956 Misato village 2,690              17,313 
1964 Misato town 4,313 21,766 
1972 Misato town turns to Misato City  12,536 49,618 

1973 
Musashino railway opens 
First railway station ‘Misato Station’ opens 
Beginning of move-in to Misato Danchi 

  

1982 Misato city’s 10th anniversary  
Population exceeded 100,000.     

1983 New City Hall opens   

1985 Misato Junction opens 
Shin-misato station opens 

 105,419 

1992 Tokyo Outer Ring Road west IC opens.   

2005 

Piaracity (one of the biggest shopping malls in 
Saitama prefecture) opens 
Tsukuba Express Line opens. Misato Chuo 
Station opens 
Tokyo Outer Ring Road south IC opens 

 129,679 

2008 New town ‘Shin Misato LaLaCity’ (former 
railway switchyard site) opens 

 130,537 
 

2009 Large scale shopping mall complexes open at 
Shin-misato 

  

2011 Great North East Japan Earthquake (intensity 
5 upper at Kobo, Misato-shi) 

55,915 133,467 

 

The City name comes from:  

三 …（mi=three）three villages (towa, hikonari and waseda) merged. 
郷 …（sato) this area has been called 二郷半領  

City Bird: Kaitsuburi 

In 2009, new mascot characters (Kai-chan and Tsubu-chan) were born. 
These characters were designed in the motif of Kaitsuburi, the city bird.  

 © 三郷市 2009 
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Popular sightseeing 
spots close to Misato 

 
The Metropolitan Area Outer Underground Discharge Channel 

-One of the largest flood-prevention constructions in the world-  
Deep underground of Kasukabe City 
lies a vast space that looks like a 
gigantic shrine, where 59 pillars, each 
2 meters wide, 7 meters deep and 18 
meters high, stand in a space of 177 
meters long and 78 meters wide. This 
spectacular sight is often used for 
special effect on TV programs, 
commercial messages or movies.  
The building, located 22 meters below 
the ground level, resembles the 
Parthenon of Greece. This "shrine" is 
actually a part of 6.3 kilometer 
drainage which is one of the largest 
canals in the world built to help 
prevent floods in the Nakagawa River 
basin. In case of a typhoon and heavy 

rain, this structure diverts water of flood or swollen river water to the underground canal and then to 
the Edo River. The observation-tour to this facility is open to the public free of charge just by making 
an appointment via the Internet, by phone, or directly at the information desk.  
【Reception by telephone】048-747-0281 (Monday to Friday, 9 am – 16:30 pm) 
【Access】  40 minutes walk  or use taxi charged about 1,000 yen (approx. 3km) from 

Mimami-sakurai Station, Tobu Noda Line  
【Website】  http://www.ktr.mlit.go.jp/edogawa 
 

TOKYO SKY TREE  
A new, 634-meter tall radio tower, TOKYO SKY TREE in Tokyo's 

Sumida ward is scheduled to be opened on 22 May, 2012.  It will 
be the world's tallest, freestanding, broadcasting tower and the 
world's second tallest freestanding building after Burj Khalifa, in 
Dubai, U.A.E. TOKYO SKY TREE is built to replace TOKYO 
TOWER which is becoming difficult to broadcast because of the 
increase of skyscrapers in Tokyo metropolitan area. Tokyo Sky Tree, 
full of originality along with the latest technology and traditional 
Japanese skills, will become the landmark of Tokyo and will bring us 
a variety of enjoyment.  
※ Tickets from May 22 to July 10 are by advance reservation only.  

For more information, please refer to the website:  
URL http://www.tokyo-skytree.jp/english/  
【Height of the tower】  634m 
【Length of one side】  68m  
【Weight 】  41,000t (steal frames on the ground) 
【Outline of a facility】 First observation deck (350m, 

restaurants, shops)・Second observation 
deck (450m, broadcasting facilities etc. 

【Access】              1 minute walk from ‘Tokyo Sky Tree 
Station’, Tobu Isezaki Line 

Admission Fee Adult J and H school 
student 

E school 
pupil 

Young 
children 

1st observatory  2,000yen   1,500yen  900yen  600yen 
2nd  observatory 
(additional fare)   1,000yen 800yen  500yen  300yen 

‘Golden Week’ is just around the corner and it is a nice season to take 
a short trip! Here are popular spots you can visit from Misato easily. 

Digital TV Antenna →   
        

 
 

Second Observatory → 
 
 
  

First Observatory → 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Observatory Elevator → 
 
Entrance Lobby → 
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The current Alien Registration Law will be abolished on June 9, 2012 and the new Residency 
Management System will be introduced. A Foreign national who legally resides in Japan for a medium- to 
long-term will be issued a Residence Card and be recorded on the Basic Resident Register in the same 
manner as a Japanese national.   
Main revisions:  
1. The Alien Registration System will be abolished and the Basic Resident Registration System will be 

enforced.  
2. ‘Residence Card’ will be replaced by ‘Certificate of Alien Registration’.  

(A maximum duration of stay will be prolonged up to a 5-year period from the current 3-year period 
and a new re-entry permit system will be introduced, which basically doesn’t require you to obtain a 
re-entry permit as long as you return to Japan within 1 year, considering the behavior as a deemed 
re-entry permit.   

3. Only report to a regional immigration office in the case that you change your resident status or/and 
duration of stay. (If you change your workplace etc. please report to a regional immigration office.) 

4. Misato City Hall will compose ‘Jumin-hyo’ or Residence Certificate the same as for a Japanese 
natilnal. (A foreign national who resides in Japan legally with resident status for more than 3 months 
with a residential address is eligible to have ‘Jumin-hyo’. You will be able to receive a copy of 
‘Jumin-hyo’  listed with all family members in the same household regardless of their nationalities.)   

5.  When a foreign resident changes address within a city, “notification of change of address” must be 
submitted and a “notification of moving out” must be submitted when he or she moves out of the city.   

Q&A 
Q1. I have already possessing a Certificate of Alien Registration. Do I need to immediately replace my 

current certificate with a resident card? 
A1. You are not required to replace your alien registration certificate with a new resident card immediately 

after the start of the new residency management system (although you may do so if you so wish). The 
alien registration certificate that a mid- to long-term resident currently possesses will be deemed 
equivalent to a resident card for a certain period from the enforcement date of the amended act.   

    Desirable time for change to a Residence Card:  
Permanent Resident ・・・Within 3 years in principle after the start of a 

new Residency Management System 
Other residents  ・・・・・・・At renewal time of the period of stay, etc. 
 

Q2. May I apply for a ‘Kisai-jikou Shoumeisyo’ or Certificate of Registered 
Items (Registration Completion Certificate)? 

A2. You will be issued ‘Jumin-hyo’ after the legal revision 
According to the foreign registration record in Misato City, a ‘Kari Jumin-hyo’ or “Provisional 
Residence Certificate” for a foreign national with a residential address and a status of residence of 
more than 3 months (except those who reside in Japan for a short-term stay such as sightseeing) will 
be sent to your registered address in mid-May. Please look through if there is any mistake. 
Subject residents: 
◆ Medium to long-term resident 
◆ Special Permanent Resident 
◆ One who is granted a landing permission for temporary refugee or provisional stay 
◆ One who may continue to stay transitionally in Japan by birth or one who has lost Japanese 

nationality.  
Q3. How about ‘Inkan Toroku’ or Seal Registration?  
A3. Even if you registered your name seal but haven’t registered on the Basic Resident Register, it will be 

deleted. So far anyone who completed alien registration could register the name seal, but now only 
the person who is registered on the Basic Resident Register will be eligible to register the seal.  
【Who cannot register on the Basic Resident Register?】  
◆ One who is granted to stay in Japan for not more than “3 months” 
◆ One who is granted a status of “Short-term Residence” 
◆ One who does not possess any status of residence  (Those who are illegal immigrants or 

overstayers)    
Inquiries: Management Section, Residents’ Affairs’ Division; Call: 048-930-7700 
         Residents’ Registration Section, Residents’ Affairs Division; Call: 048-930-7701   

（Sample of a Residence Card） 
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Routine Polio Vaccination in spring, 2012 
 
◆ Eligibility: A child aged 3 months up to 7 years 6 months (2 days before a child becomes 7 

years and 6 months old) who is registered in Misato City as a resident or as a foreign resident 
and who has not received 2 doses of the Polio vaccination yet. 

◆ Vaccination period: From Tuesday May 1st to Thursday May 31st 
◆ Vaccination place: Designated medical institutions in Misato City. 
※ For more information, please refer to the ‘Kenko no Shiori’ or ‘FY 2012 Health Guide’ distributed 

in March.  Each institution administers the vaccination on different dates and times. Please 
confirm this with them and make an appointment by telephone in advance. 

※ The next routine Polio vaccination for autumn will be carried out in October. 
Inquires: The Examination and Prevention Section, Health Promotion Division 
Call: 048-930-7771 (direct line) 
 

Child Allowance: ‘Jido Teate’changed from ‘Kodomo Teate’   
‘Jido Teate’ (Child Allowance) will be paid replacing ‘Kodomo Teate’ applicable from 
April, 2012.   
※ Jido Teate will be paid only for a child who resides in Japan. 
 
1. A guardian’s (one of the spouses who earns more) income is under the ‘income-limit amount ’ 

Eligibility Payment amount 
Under 3 years old 15,000 yen/month 
The 1st and 2nd child age 3 years or older to elementary school aged  10,000 yen / month 
The 3rd child or more of elementary school aged 15,000 yen/month 
Child of junior high school aged 10,000 yen / month 
 
2. A guardian’s (one of the spouses who earns more) income is the ‘income-limit amount’ or over 

Eligibility Payment amount 
Under 3 years old 
The 1st and 2nd child age 3 years or older to elementary school aged  
The 3rd child or more of elementary school aged  
Child of junior high school aged 

Specially paid until otherwise 
provided for by law (regulated as a 

supplementary provision） 
5,000 yen /month 

 
 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 
A notice of payment will be sent in October from this year. (Therefore, the notice for June and 
February will be skipped.)   
Submission: Mail by post or bring to the Child Support Division (Counter No.5 on 3F of Kenko 

Fukushi Kaikan) 
Inquiries: Benefit Section, Child Support Division   
Call: 048-930-7781  

Income for the FY2012 or Heisei 24 
(means your income in 2011 or Heisei 23) 

(Unit: 10,000 yen) 

The number of 
dependants Income Total 

earnings 

0  622.0 833.3 

1  666.0 875.6 

2  698.0 917.8 

3  736.0 960.0 

4  774.0 1002.1 

5  812.0 1042.1 

※ Regarding the ‘Income-limit amount’, please refer to the 
chart left.  

※ ‘Genkyo Todoke’, a notice of your current status for Jido 
Teate,  will be sent to all eligible persons late in May. 
Please be sure to fill out and return it with other requirements 
by the end of June.  

【Required documents】 
●‘Genkyo Todoke’ (a notice of your current status for Jido Teate)  
●A copy of an applicant’s (beneficiary’s) Health Insurance 

Certificate (exclusively an enrollee of the Social Pension 
Plan)  

●One who moved in from the other municipality (resided in the 
other municipality as of January 1, 2012) is required to 
submit both the applicant’s and the spouse’s certificate of 
income for FY 2012 (Heisei 24) proved by a mayor of one’s 
previous domicile. 

●Any other documents designated in the letter 

© 三郷市 2009 
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Waseda Koen (Park) Swimming Pool will open soon! 

Waseda Koen (Park) Swimming Pool has two types of pools; one for small children (with a double-slide 
and 0.35m– 0.75m of depth) and another is 25-meter-long unique shaped pool (with 1.2m of depth)  
Location: 4-4 Waseda (10 minutes walk from the north exit of JR Misato Station.) 
Phone: 048-958-5853 
Open: July 13 - Aug 31 
Hours: 9 am – noon, 1:30pm - 4:30 pm  
  (The admission fee is valid for a half day: closed at noon and reopened at 1:30 pm.) 
Fees: 

  
                                     
                             
  
 
 
 
 
 

BULLETIN BOARD 
From May 2012 to July 2012 

 ＊＊＊ Notes on use ＊＊＊  
 
* Preschool child must be accompanied by a guardian. (Up to two preschoolers accompanied by a 

guardian are admitted in the pool.) 
* When the number of visitors exceeds the capacity of the pool like on Sundays, the admission may be 

limited.  
* The pool may temporary close for cleaning. 
* A child who wears diaper or one who has not completed toilet training is not allowed to enter the pool. 
* Please park your car in the designated area (such as a parking lot in the Waseda Park). Please do not 

enter or park your car in the park ground. 
* Parking space is limited. Please come in one car together with others or use public transportations.  
* Please be sure to take your own trash back. 
* Smoking, eating and drinking is prohibited in the facility.  
* Do not use the facility for business purposes or other than the purpose of swimming or bathing. 

International Sports Meet 
The sports meet offers an opportunity for non-Japanese residents and Japanese residents to become 
friends through playing sports together. Why don’t you come along and join us with your family 
members and friends?!  
Date/time: June 10 (Sun.) 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Venue: Gym at Mizunuma Shimin Center (870 Kamihikona, Misato-shi)   
Activity: recreational sports for all 
What to bring: indoor sports shoes 
Application: Just come to the venue on that day! (free of charge)     
Inquiries: Lifelong Sports Section, Sports Promotion Division  
Tel: 048-930-7770 

● Bulletin board for all readers ● 
This is a place for you to post your messages. 
However, we will not place any commercial, 
political, religious or job-seeking matters. Please 
send your comments to us; 648-1 Hanawada, 
Misato-shi, 341-8501.  
Email address: shien@city.misato.lg.jp 

 ● Misato View Distribution ● 
If you would like to receive this publication 
periodically for free, please call us on 048- 
953-1111, ext. 2304. An English-speaking staff 
will help between 9 am and 4 pm from 
Monday through Friday. 

The next Misato view will be issued in August, 2012. 

Residential Area Adult / Student Fee for a half day 

Adult 300 yen Resident in Misato, Soka, 
Kosigaya, Yashio, Yoshikawa, 
Matsubushi Student 

(elementary - junior high school) 150 yen 
Adult 600 yen 

Resident in other areas Student 
(elementary - junior high school) 300 yen 

      * Preschool Child: Free of charge 
   Coin lockers are available: ¥100 (It is refunded on your way out.) 

 


